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Suggested Activities for Reporting

CELDT Results to Parents/Guardians


This section is designed to assist schools and school districts in their efforts to respond to the 
questions and concerns of parents/guardians of students who took the CELDT in 2003. 
Assistance materials include a sample brochure for parents/guardians, sample principal’s 
letters, a sample CELDT Student Proficiency Level Report, and a brief explanation about the 
report. Although all of the materials in this packet are in English, the parent information is 
being translated into Spanish and will be posted when completed on the California Depart
ment of Education Web site at http://www.cde.ca.gov. 

The Test Results Interpretation Guide, designed to provide general information to parents/ 
guardians about the CELDT, is available in English and ten other languages on the CTB 
McGraw-Hill Web site that is linked from the CDE Web site. The Interpretation Guide 
includes: 
• A description of the test format 
•	 An explanation of the test scores and how the results are reported 
•	 An explanation of what the results mean 
• Definitions of the English proficiency levels 

The information provided in this section should be shared with school district and school 
representatives, advisory committees, and support groups who work with parents/guardians, 
students, and community leaders. 

Communicating With Parents/Guardians


Schools and/or school districts need to provide a variety of opportunities for sharing informa
tion with parents/guardians. Some suggested activities include: 

•	 Schedule presentations about the CELDT results and the school’s instructional program 
at planned information sessions for the parents/guardians of students who took the test 
(i.e., Parent Teacher Association [PTA], school site councils [SSC], and school district 
and school English learner advisory committees [DELAC, ELAC]). 

• Prepare a brief article about the CELDT for school/home newsletters. 

• Work with parent/guardian leaders to offer neighborhood coffees to provide information 
and answer parent/guardian questions and concerns. 
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• Have teachers, coordinators, and/or other designated staff provide information about the 
CELDT in their information materials and at meetings and presentations. 

• Work with other agencies that assist families, whose primary language is other than En
glish, to provide information about the CELDT, its purpose, and use of the results. 

Immediate Assistance for Parents/Guardians


The process for reporting individual student results calls for the need to provide parents/ 
guardians with immediate assistance, including: 

• Have designated school district/school staff members and/or parent leaders on hand at 
school sites or appropriate locations for two to three days after student proficiency level 
reports from the annual CELDT administration are distributed to answer parent/guardian 
questions and concerns. Notify parents/guardians of the time and location for this assis
tance in the cover letter that goes with the report. 

• Set up a CELDT information hotline that parents/guardians can call to ask questions 
about their student’s initial or annual results. Advertise the hotline through newspapers of 
all major languages and other available means. 

• Provide translations of student results and other CELDT information in the home lan
guages of parents/guardians when possible (e.g., the Interpretation Guide). When transla
tions are not possible, notify parents/guardians when, where, and how language assistance 
is available. 

Student Communication


An important purpose of the CELDT is to provide information to parents/guardians about 
their student’s level of English proficiency. Students also need timely feedback about their 
results. Often, parents/guardians will ask students to help explain their results and how the 
results will be used. Suggested activities may include: 

• Encourage parents/guardians to discuss the CELDT results with their student. 

• Provide opportunities at school for students who took the CELDT to ask questions about 
their CELDT results and the instructional program(s) to which they are assigned. 

• Make sure student leaders are informed about how and when CELDT results are to be 
reported to students and the public, what the results mean, and how they are to be used. 

• Prepare a brief article about the CELDT for student newspapers. 
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Employee Information about the CELDT


School district and school employees are key to the success of any communications effort. 
Parents/guardians and community members turn to school employees for answers to their 
questions or concerns about education. Suggested activities to prepare employees for their 
role as key communicators may include: 

• Provide information about the CELDT in staff meetings to prepare employees (classified 
and certificated) to answer general questions about the exam and to explain when, where, 
and how parents/guardians can receive information and assistance. 

• Provide employees with written information that parents/guardians receive (e.g., fact 
sheet, the sample student proficiency level report, and explanation about the results). 

• Tell employees when and what CELDT results will be placed on the Internet to prepare 
them for questions they may receive from parents/guardians and other community 
members. 
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